SOCIAL ANALYSIS
MARRIAGES AND WEDDINGS IN AUSTRALIA
Friday 13th February 2015 – Analysis of the latest ABS
marriages data (ABS cat 3310.0) shows that there are more
weddings today than a decade ago. And with the ‘in-between’
seasons (Autumn and Spring) deemed the most popular times
of year to tie the knot, wedding venues in Australia should
brace for a few busy days over the coming months.

Marriages on the decline?
While the number of marriages taking place each year in
Australia has been rising for more than a decade, recent
figures show that marriages are on the decrease, with an
average of 118,962 marriages taking place per year, a figure
that is down 4,282 since 2011.
This means that we see an average of 326 marriages
occurring per day across Australia, with the most happening in
New South Wales, followed closely by Queensland.

Saturday Weddings most popular
Saturdays are by far the most popular day to get married, on
which 56% of all weddings take place. Sunday is also a
popular day, with 15% of weddings taking place on a Sunday,
a figure that is up from 13% in 2011.
Time and money challenges may be the factors influencing
couples to get creative with their marriage date. Some
interesting choices in 2013 included, 59 marriages on New
Year’s Day, as well as:

New Year’s Day

59

Australia Day

923

Valentine’s Day

311

April Fool’s Day

66

Christmas Day

37

Boxing Day

53

New Year’s Eve

342

Autumn and spring the time to wed
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November (spring) and March (autumn) are the most popular months to get married, each
hosting 12% of Australia’s yearly marriages. October is also quite popular, hosting 11%
followed by April (10%).
The least likely month to wed in Australia is the dead of winter – June and July – each hosting
5% of Australia’s yearly marriages.
Social Researcher Mark McCrindle said Australia is seeing a migration away from wedding in
the hot Summer months ‘due to greater competition for venues, higher venue prices and the
increased flexibility with taking leave from work outside these months, which influence
couples as they choose a date. Like the travel industry, shoulder seasons are beginning to
replace the summer months as a more desirable option when it comes to tying the knot’.
Close to 3 in 4 (73%) weddings are conducted by a civil celebrant, while the remaining 27%
are religious.
“The trend to civil weddings is also driving the season. With church attendances declining, the
one-time Australians were likely to pass through the church doors was for a wedding, but now
just 27% of all weddings are conducted by ministers of religion. This has led to a trend of
more varied locations for ceremonies, many of these with an outdoor aesthetic where the
climate matters more than for the church wedding,” said Social Researcher Mark McCrindle.

Cohabitation still dominant, but decreasing
Up until recently, the number of Australians living together prior to marriage had risen every
year since records on this began more than a decade ago. In 2010 this figure peaked at 79%,
but has since decreased slightly to 77%. While on the decline, this still means that currently,
almost 4 in 5 Australian couples live together before marrying.

Bride and Groom getting older
First time Brides & Grooms are getting older: The average age of first time brides is now over
28 and around 30 for first time grooms. There are now less than half as many grooms aged
20-24 as there were in 1993. And while brides we most commonly aged 20-24 in 1990 today
they rank third after those aged 25-29 and 30-34. In 2013 there were 77 Australians that
married for the first time who were aged over 75!

First marriage, remarriage and divorce
72% of all marriages are first marriages, with the remaining 28% remarriages.
Divorces have slowed to 48,000 per year, with the median age of females getting divorced
42.9 and 47.0 for males.
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Culturally Diverse Marriages
55% of couples married are both born in Australia, while the remainder (45%) have one or
both partners born overseas.

Infographic and Media Enquiries
For comment or enquiries, please contact Ashley McKenzie at
ashley@mccrindle.com.au or via 02 8824 3422.
Sources: McCrindle Research, ABS Marriages and Divorces, 3310.0

